area where all the young, aggressive, intelligent and creative people are launching their careers. It has been a joy for me, as I have made more new friendships than I can count."
According to Dr. Vaughn, over 2500 industry members have come through the four-day forum over the past 30 years, with some even coming back two or three times throughout the years. Each year since the early 70's the majority of speakers have been from the nonwovens industry itself and have included many current chief executives, R&D directors, marketing and sales vice presidents, developers of numerous nonwoven products and inventors of new technologies. The forum also acts as an interactive experience by allowing ample time for attendees to informally meet speakers, faculty and other members of' the nonwovens industry (for more information on the Forum. see sidebar).
In addition to the Nonwoven Fabrics Forum, Clemson is also involved in nonwovens research through its on-site R&D facilities. "We have been involved in a lot of nonwovens research, which has been ongoing for many years," Dr. Vaughn explained. "We have had quite a number of studies with students going for their degrees, governmental and proprietary research." The school has hosted work of a variety of nonwoven processes. such as hydroentangling, needlepunching, meltblowing, spunbonding, resin bonding, thermal bonding and foam bonding. Some of' the equipment available at its nonwoven laboratory includes web formation, processing and finishing equipment.
Meeting The Nonwovens Future
As for the future direction of the school's involvement in nonwovens, Dr. Vaughn asserts that plans are being made to expand its commitment through program and faculty additions.
"For the past 30 years we have been really involved within all phases of the nonwovens business and we will be expanding our efforts," he added. This expansion will reflect the growth of the nonwovens industry as a whole, as more traditional textile members migrate into the nonwovens area and continue to need a neutral place -such as the Nonwovens Fabrics Forum -to learn about the people, places and basic ideas that define the nonwovens market.
"I hope the Forum will always be around because it creates the room to provided perspective on what has been done with the industry before, which is something some people forget to look at that is important," Dr Vaughn stated We bring in people from the industry to reach those interested in the industry on a neutral ground where they can learn objectively."
www.clemson.edu/success Approximately 140 nonwovens industry members were expected to venture to Clemson, South Carolina late this June for the 31st Annual Nonwovens Fabrics Forum at Clemson University. In addition to four days packed with basic nonwovens information, the Forum provides informal networking opportunities and the chance to ask questions and exchange ideas with other attendees.
Each year the Forum's program includes fundamental information on many areas of the nonwovens industry, including manufacturers, raw materials, processes and technology presented from experienced colleagues from all areas of the industry.
On the first day, the Forum offers a basics course of the principles of woven, knitted and nonwoven fabrics, as well as a tour of Clemson's School of Textiles' nonwovens laboratory, where fiber processing and manufacturing, woven and nonwoven fabric manufacturing and product evaluation are examined.
On the following days, the program includes presentations on such topics as a history of nonwovens, fabric manufacturing basics, market and company profiles, fiber fundamentals, the future of the industry, bonding, finishing and converting.
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